
Table 2.16
Median First-Spell Length of Stay in Days by Major Placement Type
Children in Care Five Days or More, 1999-2001 Entries Combined

Total Kinship

Foster 
(Non-

Relative)

Foster (Non-
Relative; 
Agency) Group Shelter Other Mixed 

California 523 590 374 591 420 35 662 1,112

Alameda 411 694 24 621 235 8 ** 1,280
Alpine 236 134 335 ** * * 5 *
Amador 230 123 9 242 211 * * ** 
Butte 389 445 343 338 1040 38 ** 476
Calaveras 514 514 46 670 757 91 * ** 
Colusa 240 524 * 66 278 * * *
Contra Costa 441 530 189 598 461 8 743 ** 
Del Norte 501 849 245 665 ** * ** *
El Dorado 361 443 445 257 317 119 ** 
Fresno 649 702 485 781 631 11 868 1344
Glenn 283 382 291 93 918 * * *
Humboldt 180 334 173 617 583 13 207 ** 
Imperial 399 555 493 409 1004 25 341 ** 
Inyo 562 654 455 518 964 * * ** 
Kern 430 533 253 445 546 11 684 1171
Kings 296 411 204 215 666 * 478 394
Lake 244 310 371 101 1,034 * ** 972
Lassen 128 241 563 106 349 * * 422
Los Angeles 721 735 695 725 803 363 671 1482
Madera 383 291 280 414 ** 427 385 1510
Marin 167 377 177 931 42 8 832 ** 
Mariposa 162 129 249 206 276 * * ** 
Mendocino 433 517 369 368 ** 77 ** 1,331
Merced 341 528 85 435 887 71 ** ** 
Modoc 170 497 204 115 503 * * *
Mono ** ** 239 ** * * * *
Monterey 373 470 298 598 90 * 616 750
Napa 560 611 551 381 ** * * 198
Nevada 154 328 111 73 ** * * 615
Orange 551 624 544 741 721 44 893 729
Placer 246 336 166 214 1004 19 318 712
Plumas 280 377 130 263 ** * * *
Riverside 406 447 162 504 509 33 574 881
Sacramento 373 587 55 463 28 53 1173 1012
San Benito 469 400 ** 486 358 ** * 437
San Bernardino 433 471 164 442 592 22 767 1050
San Diego 534 552 580 918 759 14 449 1035
San Francisco 552 709 293 381 442 49 592 1161
San Joaquin 503 666 384 654 ** 19 1120 ** 
San Luis Obispo 410 427 395 412 232 57 453 1,142
San Mateo 224 523 154 180 14 38 438 ** 
Santa Barbara 429 406 383 616 693 ** ** 
Santa Clara 329 501 458 578 32 22 1153 1,046
Santa Cruz 183 315 133 118 157 11 * ** 
Shasta 372 558 78 721 490 38 ** ** 
Sierra 93 * 5 181 * * * *
Siskiyou 376 437 62 376 422 * 344 784
Solano 537 663 617 433 327 17 ** 695
Sonoma 889 707 687 1131 1187 121 ** ** 
Stanislaus 544 598 384 661 286 221 345 ** 
Sutter 392 436 259 404 850 * 173 857
Tehama 184 254 187 39 463 * * ** 
Trinity 185 524 66 326 59 * 572
Tulare 428 434 384 424 563 * 472 1007
Tuolumne 230 421 78 687 122 * ** ** 
Ventura 524 547 443 690 260 26 970 904
Yolo 490 550 266 511 65 126 ** 409
Yuba 409 495 228 411 ** * * 533
Missing 440 644 359 503 26 37 684 943

*There were no children in that category on which to calculate an estimate.
**Estimates not calculated since the corresponding proportion of entries had not yet exited care. 
Source: Center for Social Services Research. CWS/CMS 2003 Quarter 2 Extract.

California Juvenile Statistical Abstract  2-16 Chapter 2: Juvenile Dependency


